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DRIF22: Towards a Digitally Inclusive and Rights Respecting Africa

For 39 days, conversations around data protection
and privacy, affordable internet, gender and
Information and Communication Technologies
(ICTs), disability rights, health surveillance during
COVID-19 times, and internet shutdowns were
held to contextually unpack the theme, Towards a
Digitally Inclusive and Rights-Respecting Africa” at
the recently concluded Digital Rights and Inclusion
Forum (DRIF22).

A total of 13 virtual sessions co-hosted by partner
organisations epitomised the first phase of DRIF22.
These partners include; Uhuru Tech Solution,
Youth Hub Africa, Human Rights Journalists
Network, BONews Service, Media Defence,
Usmanu Danfodiyo University - Sokoto, Community
Voices Zimbabwe, Africa Media and Information
Technology Initiative (AfriMITI), Mozilla Foundation,
Uzalendo Afrika Initiative, NamTshuwe Digital, and
the Africa Internet Rights Alliance (AIRA).

Amongst notable personalities at the virtual sessions
was Commissioner Lawrence Murugu Mute, Former
Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Expression and
Access to Information in Africa (2017-2020), at the
African Commission on Human and Peoples' Rights.
He delivered a keynote address at the opening
session emphasising the need for inclusion and
the importance of bridging the digital divide for
marginalised groups.

The second phase of DRIF22 was the country
in-person sessions held in Namibia, Zimbabwe,
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), Ghana,
Nigeria, Zambia, Angola, The Gambia, Malawi,
Cameroon, South Sudan, Tanzania, Senegal, Central
Africa Republic (CAR), Ethiopia, Kenya, and Somalia.

Read more about DRIF22 here.
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To draw the curtain on DRIF22, Paradigm Initiative (PIN) on
May 20th, 2022 held a press conference at Sarova Panafric
Hotel in Nairobi, Kenya that brought together media
practitioners, partners and some Londa21 researchers, to
conclusively examine the 39 days of DRIF22, announce
DRIF23, and officially launch Londa21, PIN's annual digital
rights and inclusion in Africa report..

L onda 2021 expands on last year's report with findings from
22 countries, examining privacy, freedom of expression,
access to information, segmentation and exclusion, digital
transformation, affordability, and gender. It further examines
existing legislative frameworks, against the backdrop of a
widening digital divide. The report captures the gaps and
offers recommendations to achieve a digitally inclusive and
rights-respecting Africa.

At the press conference, Paradigm Initiative's Executive
Director Mr. ‘Gbenga Sesan highlighted the importance of
Londa in Africa and the need for groundbreaking rights-
respecting frameworks saying, ‘Africa needs to make
an urgent choice between focusing on clampdowns and
maximising digital opportunities so we don't miss out on the
Fourth Industrial Revolution (4IR). As Paradigm Initiative’s
2021 Londa report shows, yet again, many of the 22 African
countries featured in the report are too busy violating digital
rights to focus on the digital opportunities that the COVID-19
pandemic has put a spotlight on their relevance.”

He added: “The report is timely as it assesses the state
of digital rights and inclusion in Africa, and also provides
recommendations on what each country must do to move
towards realising the huge gains that rights-respecting and
inclusive digital policies and practices bring.”
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The 2nd edition of the Net Rights Coalition WWebinar
for 2022 was held on Thursday, 23rd June to discuss
the gaps and imperatives of data governance in
Africa as part of its objective.

Dr Lukman Abdulrauf from the University of
llorin, Nigeria and Kate Richards from The Global
Partnership for Sustainable Development Data
facilitated the webinar. They spoke extensively
about the concept of privacy and data protection in
Africa and how data systems can be more inclusive.

Dr Lukman's presentation captured the definition
and disparity between personal information,
privacy and data protection. In his words, "Personal

information is the new currency of the digital age,
and the need to collect information is higher. Data
protection provides guidelines for the use of data.
Its key principles include and are not limited to;
lawfulness and fairness, purpose specification,
data security, transparency, accountability and
accuracy. Africa needs to be more interested in
data governance now than ever, given the growing
internet penetration rate” He also highlighted the
gaps and ideals of data governance in Africa.

Kate Richard's presentation unpacked how data
systems can be inclusive, citing data governance
mechanisms and country perspectives from Kenya,
Sierra Leone and Senegal.
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2022 Q2 Newsletter | Paradigm Initiative



https://paradigmhq.org/report_cat/echoes-from-life/

2022 Q2 Newsletter | Paradigm Initiative




Events

PIN's Participation at RightsCon 2022

PIN participated in six sessions at the annual RightsCon forum hosted by Access Now. The 11th edition
of the forum ran from June 6 to June 10, 2022, and we were represented by Mr. ‘Gbenga Sesan, Ms.
Thobekile Matimbe, Community Manager, Mr. Rigobert Kenmogne, Program Officer, Francophone Africa,
Ms. Khadijah El-Usman, Program Officer, Anglophone West Africa, and Ms. Bulanda Nkhowani, Senior

Program Officer, Southern Africa.

Our session topics cut across digital rights violations, content moderation and inclusion for Al systems.

Publications

Annual Impact Report 2021

Over the course of the 2nd quarter, we published
our Annual Impact Report. It highlights our
achievements and activities, from DRIF21, the PIN
Festival Senegal, to our program consolidation
and research output.

Assessing the United Nations Cybertreaty
process

In June 2014, the African Union (AU) published
and adopted the African Union Convention on
Cyber Security and Personal Data Protection
(nicknamed the ‘Malabo Convention) which
addresses electronic transactions, personal data
protection and cybersecurity and cybercrime in
the region.

Out of the 55 AU states, only 14 countries have
signed and five have ratified the Convention.

This data is perhaps an insight into the nature
and degree of participation by African states in
the procedure for formulating cybercrime and
cybersecurity-related international instruments.
Learn more about the United Nations Cybertreaty
Process unpacking it from an African perspective
here.

Artificial Intelligence in Sub-Saharan Africa:
Ensuring Inclusivity

The report ‘Artificial Intelligence in Sub-Saharan
Africa: Ensuring Inclusivity’ by our DRILL Fellow,
Koffi Yeboah, reveals the level of inclusivity there
is in Al and the need for discussions around
inequality in the adoption of Al in developing
countries.
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