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International Data Privacy Week: The State of Data Privacy in Africa

Paradigm Initiative joined the
international ~ community  to
commemorate the International
Data  Privacy Week  from
January 24 -28. As part of the
commemoration, we held a
Twitter space conversation with
various actors across Africa on
the subject. Listen to the Twitter

Spaces Recordings.

The  conversation  revealed
that there is a lag in processing
data on governments' part

in addition to the absence of
dedicated legislation for data

protection. Across Africa, people
are experiencing similar issues
in terms of data privacy which

ranges from a lack of awareness
of what personal data is and what
the right to privacy entails.

As a result, it was recommended
that authorities be independent
of the government to enforce
existing laws. We also shared
various reports that speak to the
protection of data and institutions
that are in place.
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https://twitter.com/i/spaces/1gqxvlMaanpGB

DigiTalks

with Focus
TOour:

A New Advocacy in Strengthening
Digital Rights

From February 15 to March 18, Paradigm Initiative
hosted a series of digital rights advocacy sessions
dubbed Digi-Talks with Focus across 9 African
countries around the short film ‘Focus. The film
toured Cameroon, Malawi, Kenya, Uganda, the
Democratic Republic of Congo, Zimbabwe, Ghana,
Tanzania, and Zambia.

Each session featured the screening of Focus, a
look at the findings of the respective country's
Londa report, an open conversation on the state of
digital rights and inclusion, and debates aimed at
enhancing digital rights in the host countries.

Read more about Digi-Talks here.
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https://paradigmhq.org/digitalkswithfocus/

Pictures from Dlgitalks with FOCUS across g African Countries
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The first Net Rights Coalition webinar held in
March delved into the topic: Balancing Freedom of
Expression and Content Moderation.

Nicola Aitken from Meta kicked off the session with
an elaboration of the community standards put
in place by Meta to create a space of expression
for users using the principles of; privacy, safety,
authenticity and dignity to review content shared.
She also spoke on the community standards for
Meta's content moderation which include, removing
content that goes against the principles, publishing
quarterly reports that speak to content violations for
that period, and reducing the dissemination of low-
quality misinformation through limited distribution.

shared Meta's human rights
to content moderation which

Nicola further
considerations

include commitments that speak to violations that
digital rights defenders may have experienced.
Read more on that here.

Padraig Hughes of Media Defence, the second
speaker at the webinar believes that governments
should not have complete power to regulate
content on social media platforms if there is to be a
balance between content moderation and freedom
of expression.

The webinar also featured a Ripoti showcase
explaining why it was created, how it works and
what can be reported. Learn more about Ripoti at

ripoti.africa.
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https://about.fb.com/.../03/our-commitment-to-human-rights/
https://www.ripoti.africa/

DRIF22:

Towards a Digitally Inclusive and Rights Respecting
Africa

The Digital Rights and Inclusion Forum (DRIF) - 2022
runs from April 12 to May 20. This years' theme is
Towards a Digitally Inclusive and Rights Respecting
Africa’

DRIF is the annual digital rights and inclusion
rendez-vous that brings together like-minded
organisations, activists, academia, legislature, and
policymakers within the digital ecosystem. During
DRIF, issues plaguing the digital sphere in Africa
like data privacy, affordable Internet, gender and
ICTs, disability rights and ICTs, health surveillance
during COVID-19 times, and Internet shutdowns are
debated and discussed.

The virtual sessions will run from April 12 to April 14
and from April 20 to May 20, Paradigm Initiative and
its Country Partners will hold a series of 17 in-person
events in Namibia, Malawi, Zambia, Zimbabwe,

Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Central
African Republic, Cameroon, Senegal, South Sudan,
Ethiopia, Kenya, Tanzania, The Gambia, Nigeria,
Somalia, and Ghana.

DRIF22 is expecting over 500 delegates and
participants for 28 days to unpack its theme
Towards a digitally inclusive and rights-respecting
Africa’ and the state of digital rights and inclusion
in Africa through virtual sessions and 17 in-person
sessions.

Register and follow the DRIF22 conversations here.
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http://drif.paradigmhq.org
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https://www.state.gov/bureaus-offices/under-secretary-for-civilian-security-democracy-and-human-rights/bureau-of-democracy-human-rights-and-labor/
https://paradigmhq.org/report/policy-brief-artificial-inteligence-in-kenya/
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Report on External Events

UN World Data Forum

On 18 February, Paradigm Initiative Executive Director, Mr Gbenga Sesan spoke | at the UN World Data
Forum event where he and other panelists discussed unlocking the value of data for all. In defining features
of inclusive data systems, he emphasized that data systems should be built from the bottom-up and
multistakeholder data should have each stakeholderin mind. The panelrecommended that data governors
should consider lived experience while designing systems, and involve the people who are being directly
affected by policy decisions. Data systems should also include legal frameworks & innovative approaches,

that capture the participation of everyone.

Publications

AHuman Rights-Based Approach to Data

Paradigm Initiative's Community  Manager,
Thobekile Matimbe, authored an article -
‘A Human Rights-Based Approach to Data
published by Responsible Data. The article makes
recommendations for a human rights-based
approach to data protection through responsible
data handling that ensures transparency from
private companies and the enactment and
implementation of data protection laws. Read the
full article here.

Assessing Data Protection In Nigeria: A Look
At Biometric Identity, Surveillance, Encryption
And Anonymity, And Cybercrimes

This report focuses on the impact
effectiveness of the Nigerian data protection
regulatory framework across different thematic
areas including digital and biometric identity,
surveillance,  encryption and  anonymity,
cybercrime and cybersecurity, and

government registration.

and

The regulator's multifaceted roles in the
framework, the challenges militating against
enforcement and regulatory reforms, and the
effortsandaccomplishments of the data protection
regulator are emphasised. Recommendations
on the proper future direction of the landscape
are also proffered. The Nigeria Data Protection
Regulation Performance Report 2019-2020
reveals that despite the developing status of data
protection, a blueprint is being established for
increased efficiency in the coming years.

The Legislative Journey towards a
Comprehensive Data Protection Framework
in Nigeria: Assessing the Regulatory and
Legislative Attempts to Enact a Data Protection
Law

This report focuses on Nigeria's legislative
and requlatory journe towards enacting
comprehensive data  protection legislation.

The recommendations, amongst others, note
that there is a need for a comprehensive legal
framework for personal data protection in Nigeria
and that the enactment of such legislation should
involve the collaboration of the government,
experts, and relevant stakeholders.

The report finds that there has been a long
legislative journey by the Nigerian government
to enact comprehensive data protection
legislation. As a country, Nigeria has not shown
political commitment toward ratifying or ensuring
compliance with African regional frameworks on
data protection.

Existing data protection frameworks partly provide
data protection provisions for Nigerians but they
still reflect inadequacies that require review. There
is secondary legislation providing bits and pieces
of data protection provisions. However, because
these frameworks were not originally made to
regulate data protection, they contain insufficient
provisions protecting personal data in Nigeria.
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https://responsibledata.io/
https://responsibledata.io/anniversary/a-human-rights-based-approach-to-data/
https://paradigmhq.org/report/the-legislative-journey-towards-a-comprehensive-data-protection-framework-in-nigeria/
https://paradigmhq.org/report/the-legislative-journey-towards-a-comprehensive-data-protection-framework-in-nigeria/
https://paradigmhq.org/report/the-legislative-journey-towards-a-comprehensive-data-protection-framework-in-nigeria/
https://paradigmhq.org/report/assessing-data-protection-in-nigeria-a-look-at-biometric-identity-surveillanceencryption-and-anonymity-and-cybercrimes/




