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In Tanzania for instance, Maxence Mello, the 
cofounder of Tanzania's most popular blogging 
site, Jammii Forum, was arrested on December 
13 2016 for resisting attempts by authorities to 
force him to release the names of anonymous 
contributors

In Egypt, users of encrypted messaging app 
signal reported they were unable to access 
services on December 17 2016, raising fears of 
blocking by Egyptian authorities

In the Democratic Republic of Congo, authori-
ties ordered the blocking of social networking 
websites including Facebook, WhatsApp and 
Twitter from December 18, 2016 ahead of the 
constitutional end of the President’s second and 
�nal term on December 20, 2016 in a possible 
bid to cling onto power.

Kenya authorities announced plans for 
extensive surveillance of phones and social 
media in a move the government admits is 
targeted towards the 2017 elections

In Algeria, Merzoug Touati, conducted an 
interview on YouTube on January 9 and was 
arrested by the authorities

On January 31, Mohammed Cheikh Ould 
Mkhaitir, stood before Mauritania’s Supreme 
court to appeal his death sentence over an 
opinion article published in a newspaper 
website 

On January 7, Jerry Edoho, a Nigerian journal-
ist was arrested for a Facebook   post about a 
local airline

�e Cameroonian government on January 17 
ordered Internet shutdowns in the 
English-speaking regions of Cameroun to 
sti�e dissent. Research by a coalition of 
human rights organizations has estimated the 
economic cost of the Internet shutdown in 
Cameroon, after a month, to be $4.5m (this 
conservative estimate did not take into 
account the long-term e�ects of factors such 
as the disruption of supply chains and of the 
signi�cant amount of remittances that Cam-
eroonians living abroad send to these regions 
of Cameroon)
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�e spate of digital rights abuses in Africa in 2016 was highlighted in the incidents which occurred after the report
release and are already spilling over into 2017
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